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Sunday, September 09, 2007
Honorable Isaiah Leggett
County Executive for Montgomery County

101 Monroe Street, 2nd floor

Rockville, Maryland  20850


Re:
Water & Sewer Category Change Application



Potomac Oak Center (Travilah & Glen Roads; Potomac)
Dear Mr. Leggett,
Although you may not immediately recognize my name, we have met each other at the Potomac Rotary Club on a few occasions, where I learned that we are both fans and active supporters of Big Train baseball.   We also have a common friend in Bruce Adams.  Bruce and I grew up near each other in what is sometimes called “the old Potomac”, a time when Potomac was truly country.  I’m writing to enlist your support for our pending water and sewer category change application, which has been filed to provide limited access water and sewer service to our small community shopping center to enable it to better serve local needs.

In 1977, my partner/brother-in-law, Michael Denker, and I started Hopkins & Porter Construction, Inc., and for the last 30 years have continued to run this design/remodeling/home building/and handyman company that has won many awards for both design and contributions to the community and building industry.  Our office is located at the Potomac Oak Center, a small commercial center at the intersection of Glen and Travilah Roads in Potomac, Maryland. We have been tenants at this center (previously called the Glenvilah Shopping Center) for almost 20 years, and we both live near by on Stoney Creek Road and Glen Road, respectively.  (In fact, as a child, I walked up Glen Road from my house to buy penny candy at the Travilah Store which originally stood on the site.)  
We made the decision to buy the center several years ago with the intention of making it a much more community-oriented and community-friendly small shopping center.  We have held focus group meetings and neighborhood meetings, and have met with citizens groups to discuss our hopes and plans for the center.  Most of the feed-back has been quite positive. The types of tenants and services that the community wants and needs all require additional water, more than the on-site septic and well system will support.  We have even gone as far as engineering an alternative on-site aerobic waste water system and found that while it would be much better for the environment, it still falls short of increasing the water use.  
Without public sewer and water service, we cannot attract the tenants that would generate the income to support the improvements and expansions that we envision, especially in a way that reflects the new community that has grown up around the Center in the last 30 years.  The current tenant mix and design are entirely inadequate for our community, and we are determined to rectify that!  
In 1997, along with a local group called the Friends of the Travilah Oak and many of our subcontractors, Hopkins & Porter coordinated an effort to protect the approximately 300 year old white oak on the property for generations to come.  We built an attractive park around the tree base, with benches for visitors to picnic or rest upon to enjoy this magnificent tree.  Over the years, we have watched over its health, brought in experts to estimate its age, provided lightning protection, etc.  Every October, we have held a community festival on the property to celebrate the birthday of our ancient resident, highlighting the history and natural beauty of this part of Montgomery County.  It’s not surprising that people have spoken to me about the inadequacies of our shopping center, wondering, “ Why don’t we have the services we want here?”.
In late June, 2007, we filed a formal application with the County’s Department of Environmental Protection to change the categories of our water and sewer service (currently S-6, septic, and W-6, well) to S-3 and W-3.  At a cost borne entirely by us, we propose to build a small pressure sewer line along Travilah Road to our center, as well as an extension of an existing water line.  Access to both the sewer and water lines would be limited solely to our shopping center.  So far, the application has received the support of the Well & Septic division at the Department of Permitting Services (due to the slowly failing septic system on our property and the inadequate water pressure from the well), and the WSSC has advised that the proposal is technically feasible.

Besides the improvements in the tenant base and services that would become available, there are many other reasons that we believe that the extension of public water and sewer service to the Center is needed and even overdue:
1. Public sewer is more sustainable in the long run and better for the environment in general.

2. Providing the services that the neighbors want and need nearer to their homes would reduce trip mileage, save gas, and alleviate air pollution (the only other commercial centers are within a 3-5 mile range).
3. Money would be better spent on improvements to the center rather than repairs to the on-site well and septic system.

4. Making the center more attractive will focus more attention on the real treasure here that is overlooked by many people passing by - the Travilah Oak and all that preserving an important Champion Tree represents.  
5. We already have zoning permission to build a new section for the center of 4500 square feet and insurance companies and real estate brokerages are about the only types of businesses that would fit the water use limits (which are not too exciting for the community).
6. This property has been actively commercially used since the mid 1800’s, serving trade on the C&O canal and one of the early post offices.  That is tradition!
7. The size of the C-1 zoned portion of the property here will only support a total of about 40,000 square feet, or an increase of only 30% from what presently exists.  

8. This request will not open the flood gates of development, because the access to the water and sewer lines would be limited solely to the center and there is no other commercially zoned land anywhere nearby. 

9. The extension of public  water and sewer to the Center will not set a precedent because a commercial pressure system will be dedicated to the Center’s use only. It will be paid for entirely by us without any public contributions. 
We believe approval of our application for a sewer and water category change will make this center a valuable addition and appreciated improvement to the community.  We believe that our long-time residency in the neighborhood, the reputation that our company has for award-winning design and quality, and our own history of community service and concern stand as reliable witnesses to the integrity of our plans for the Potomac Oak Center.  We would appreciate your support for our application.  Thank you very much.
Very truly yours, 

Guy H. Semmes
cc:
Robert G. Brewer, Jr., Esq.


Lerch, Early & Brewer, Chtd.
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